Eco-tourism


In 1983, Hector Ceballos-Lascurain is said to have coined the term “eco-tourism.” (1) pg. 5


“Eco-tourism involves travelling to relatively undisturbed natural areas with the objective of admiring, studying, and enjoying the scenery and its wild plants and animals, as well as any cultural features found there.” (2)


Another definition of Eco-tourism as defined by the Caribbean Tourism Organization, “Eco-tourism is the interaction between visitor and the natural or cultural environment which results in a learning experience, while maintaining respect for the environment and culture and providing benefits to the local economy.”  (3) (pg. 5)


The Bahamas definition of Eco-tourism, “Eco-tourism is environmentally responsible tourism that perpetuates the natural, historic, and cultural heritage of The Bahamas, and promotes education, conservation, and sustainable development, while involving and providing benefits to the local community.”  (4) (pg. 7)


Eco-tourism is one segment of the tourism industry that is rapidly growing around the world.  Many tourist destinations are now vying to capture a part of this viable and very lucrative segment of the industry.  Eco-tourism is sometimes described as “nature travel, responsible travel, and adventure travel.”  (5) (pg. 6)


Eco-tourists can range from the “hard-core nature lovers” who want to get away from it all including modern conveniences, to the “soft-core” eco-tourists who want an experience that they can enjoy yet learn, contributing to the conservation of the natural environment to which they travel.  However, these “soft-core” eco-tourists expect to go back to comfortable 

air-conditioned comfort after experiencing an eco-tourism tour.

Footnotes 1-5 derived from “Definition and Components of Eco-tourism” chapter 2,3
Eco-tourism involves four major features:

· “use of the natural environment including cultural features of that environment.

· Education and interpretation

· Ecological and cultural sustainability

· Benefits to the local community.”  (6) pg. 6

Profiles of The Eco-tourists:

The US Eco-tourist:


The eco-tourist from the United States tends to be highly educated, a seasoned traveller and make an average income of $40,000.  “This traveller is demanding and prefer to patronize businesses with local flavour and ownership.” (7) pg. 9


The average stay of the eco-tourist is longer, and the average expenditure per day is higher than for other travellers.


“More than 6 out of 10 US travellers would be willing to contribute $50.00 towards conservation to the area visited, while 3 out of 10 would donate up to $200.00 per visit for conservation efforts.” (8) pg. 9

Footnotes 6-8 derived from “Definition and Components of Eco-tourism” chapter 2, 3
The Canadian Eco-tourist:


The Canadian eco-tourists are usually well-educated individuals who are in the middle to high income brackets.  “A study of general Canadian travellers showed that 13.7% had annual incomes exceeding $70,000 while 36.2% of eco-tourism travellers were in this income bracket.  Surveys of Canadian eco-tourist in Costa Rica revealed an average household income of “70,000, well above the average household income.  Additionally, roughly 25% recorded earnings above 100,000 annually.”  (9) (pg.) 9  Moreover, Canadian eco-tourist tend to be females more than males.


In addition, the average length of stay is contingent upon the distance travelled to arrive at the destination and the nature of the trip.


Canadian eco-tourists are attracted by destinations where there is a natural beauty just waiting to be explored.  They enjoy the “mountains, lakes, streams, wilderness and undisturbed nature.” (10) pg. 10

Footnotes 9-10 derived from “Definition and Components of Eco-tourism” chapter 2,3
Eco-tourism


Eco-tourism simply defined is tourism that not only educates the tourist about a destination, but provides benefits to the local community. The tourist learns about the culture, history and the geography of the country.  In addition, the natural environment must be protected.  

What The Islands Of The Bahamas Have To Offer The Eco-tourist


The Islands Of The Bahamas have much to offer the environmentally conscious tourist; from the rolling hills and cliffs of Cat Island, Eleuthera, and Long Island to the cotton plantation ruins of The Exumas.  There are the beautiful fishing villages in Abaco and the picturesque pastel colored villages of Harbour Island. There is the bonefishing in Andros and the deep-sea fishing in The Biminis and The Berry Islands.  There is the active wildlife in Andros and the flamingo bird colony of Inagua.  


In The Islands of The Bahamas there is a gorgeous underwater world teaming with marine life.  There are colorful coral gardens with coral reefs.  For the adventurous diver, there are fantastic blue holes, shipwrecks, sea walls and steep drop-offs.  For the avid bird watcher there are nature trails through pine forests that are the homes to many species of birds. For the avid sportsfisherman, there is bonefishing, flat fishing, and deep sea fishing. For the average hiker there are cliffs that drop off into the Atlantic Ocean offering a resplendent view. In addition, The Islands Of The Bahamas have Lucayan Caves and underwater caverns with stalactites and stalagmites that are naturally occurring marvels that would delight the environmentally conscious tourist.


The Islands of The Bahamas have rain forests, a wealth of flowers and plant life, mangroves, and wetlands.  There are lighthouses, quaint little villages, ruins of slave plantations, old churches dating back to the 1800’s and more.

